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BiH background 

- In 1992 BiH declared independence from former 
Yugoslavia;

- in  addition to this State level government, there is a second 
tier of government comprising two entities: Federation of 
BiH and the Republika Srpska;

- there is also the internationally supervised district of Brčko;



  

Municipalities

Selected municipalities included in the project “Education 
for Sustainable Development in the Western Balkans” are 

situated in the eastern part of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(Tuzla, Goražde, Foča, Rudo, Trnovo, Bijeljina, Ustikolina, 

Ilija, Bratunac, Ustiprača- Novo Goražde) 



  

Action plans

- on the level of B&H there is the National Action Plan 
for Environment;

- goal of the NEAP is identification of short and long-
term priority actions;

- intention of the NEAP is to facilitate the preparation 
of a unified environmental protection policy;

Planned Agency for Environment Protection is still not 
established;



  

Environmental Laws 

As part of the implementation of NEAP, five new Laws 
have been passed in both Entities:

Law on environmental protection;

Law on nature protection;

Law on air;

Law on water protection;

Law on waste management.



  

BiH SD programs

UNDP project “Support for Building National Capacity for Sustainable 
Environmental Management”

Leap program - designed to address and overcome the significant 
barriers faced in effectively delivering environmental services and 
management at the local level in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Integrated Local Development Project (ILDP)



  

According to the existing laws on local self 
governance in RS (Narodna Skupština Republike 

Srpske, 2004) and in FBiH (Vlada Federacija BiH, 
2006) local self-government units (LSGUs) in BiH 
are responsible for adoption of local development 

programmes and plans



  

Problem 

The problem in FBiH – the issue  of jurisdiction over the 
environmental issue. The jurisdiction over the environmental 

protection is on federal and cantonal level, and not on the level 
of local community.

"That is centralized on higher levels, and the funds are 
distributed politically. The funds should be allocated where the 

fees for pollution are collected."



  

Municipality Municipal 
body that 
coordinated 
the 
developmen
t strategy 

Newly 
formed 
body?

Permanent 
or 
provisional?

Partner in 
the process

Members of this body  (representatives of 
stakeholders)

Trnovo Commission 
 for the 
strategy 
developmen
t

Yes Provisional SERDA Representatives of municipal administration and 
council; 
NGO representatives; 
Representatives of local communities; 
Experts from the sectors of urban planning, 
agriculture; 
Representatives of youth organizations; 
Representatives of business sector

Bijeljina Working 
team

Yes Provisional Institute 
for Social 
and 
Economic 
Studies  - 
Bijeljina

Representatives of municipal administration and 
council;
Representatives of chambers of commerce and 
economic sector; 
NGO representatives; 
Representatives of health, educational and cultural 
sector;

Goražde Co-
ordinating 
body for the 
strategy 
developmen
t

Yes Provisional UNDP Representatives of municipal administration and 
council;
Entire public sector

Bratunac Comission  
for the 
strategy 
development 
  

Yes Provisional OSCE Representatives of municipal administration and 
council;
Representatives of media; 
Representatives of local communities who have done 
sectoral development strategies; 
representatives of economic sectors; 
NGO representatives.



  

Recommendations
 There is scope for greater legislative support in favour of SD

 There is opportunity to increase focus on SD in the Entity (and possibly 
Cantonal) Development Plans providing a case can be made for how it can 
help meet more highly rated priorities, such as increasing rural 
employment.

 There is great potential to work with existing pro-SD measures included in 
local development plans, to make approaches more systematic and 
coordinated, for example by providing technical support. 

 There is readiness to extend existing curriculum input on environmental 
protection to embrace ESD.

 These all represent windows of opportunity for outside support.

 Future programming can build on existing participatory practice.



  

Educaton area

- the area of education is in full and undivided 
competency of the entity of the Republika Srpska, 
ten cantons in the Federation of BiH and the Brcko 
District of BiH;

- there are eight pedagogic institutes functioning (one 
in the Republika Srpska, two in the Herzegovina-
Neretva Canton, and one each in Sarajevo, Tuzla, 
Zenica, Bihac, and Gorazde). 



  

School subject

Every school subject has the assignements, results and goals which every or 
mayoriti of pupils should reach.

Subjects in the first eight-nine grades relevant to ESD:

“My enviroment” 

“Nature” or “nature and society”

“Culture of living” 

 ''Biology''

 ''Geography''

Education curricula are designed and developed at the pedagogic institutes.



  

ESD in Curricula

 - only biology and geography curricula in elementary 
schools include some environmental and climatic 
issues;

- situation in high schools is identical;

- at the university level, only few faculties, mostly 
mechanical engineering and technology faculty, 
provide lectures that include environmental issues.



  

Professional development

- pre-service teacher training is not formalised and 
practiced in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

- education and professional development of teachers 
differ depending on the school, canton or entity;

- teachers have possibilities to gain additional education 
from Open Society Institute – Centre for education 
initiatives STEP BY STEP, OSCE Mission in B&H, 
CIVITAS BiH or UNICEF.



  

Schools problem
- the annual budget in almost all schools is the funds 

approved by the Ministries;

- principals of elementary schools say that the issues of 
environment and the concept of sustainable development, 
are not considered enough and not given the necessary 
significance;



  

Schools problem

- in spite of the fact that the regulations and provisions 
exist, they are not applied;

- the lack of material means and support leads the 
schools to implement in practice the activities that 
are in contradiction with the concept of sustainable 
development; 

- none of the schools, except the working plan of the 
groups, has no form of written instructions;



  

Schools problem
- the planned activities and the projects of the schools which 

made the School Development Plans are related to the 
needs of renewal and equipment of the school building, and 
the school surroundings celebrating more significant dates;

- involvement of students and parents in the life and work of 
schools is provided in the laws on elementary education;

- the role of parents in the life of local community is mostly 
related to their involvement in schools through the work of 
the Councils.



  

Schools problem
- in the schools in B&H, inclusion mainly means involvement 

of children with special needs in regular classes;

- teachers are often forced to search for additional sources of 
information;

- due to the presence of 13 educational ministries in the 
country and a general confusion about who is responsible 
for what, there can be literally dozens of different 
textbooks in use for a single subject in B&H. 



  

Involvement of Schools  
- some schools have introduced trips to nature as a regular 

school activity several times a year;

- with regard to teachers’ training, schools differ a lot;

- schools are generally very interested in developing optional 
activities;

- in spite of various training courses and seminars, the 
employees and the students are not sufficiently informed or 
they are informed but do not implement in practice what 
they learned.  



  

Involvement of schools
- schools are open for all, including the broader local 

community; however, the community uses school 
exclusively for renting school premises;

- school, as an institution, is not seen enough as an important 
and valuable partner in local community;

- schools have certain experience in planning and 
implementing different projects, both on local and state 
level;

- schools are open and ready for cooperation, and motivated 
to transfer their experiences.



  

Recommendations
  Explore, coordinate with and invest in new or already existing sustainable development 

initiatives

  ESD can be a place of dialog between indigenous traditions of respect for the 
environment and the wider / different idea of SD in the context of B&H society, and 
building on best practices

  Additional informing of students and parents about their options and legal rights and 
responsibilities.

  ESD content also should be linked to all school subjects, not just biology, my 
environment, geography.

  Legislative and institutional change, at the same time as working to improve legislation 
and institutional structures.

  Find creative solutions to work towards local sustainability of ESD. Work towards 
anchoring ESD better in the curriculum on the basis of existing and new best practice 
rather than in a top-down fashion.
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